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THE   GEOLOGICAL   CHANGES

Causes of the Ice Ages

In 1784 Benjamin Franklin suggested that the exceptional se-
verity of the winter of 1783-1784, and the coolness of the preceding
summer, might be attributed to obstruction of the sun's radiation

FIGURE 77.   Crevasse in South Sister Glacier, Oregon.   (U. S. Forest
Service.)
by a dry " fog " which pervaded the upper atmosphere of Europe
and North America. The cause of the widespread " fog " he did
not know; but among other conjectures he remarked that it might
have been formed by vast quantities of smoke issuing from two
volcanoes, one in Iceland proper, the other a volcano that rose from